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Agenda

Budget Overview

Health Outcomes 

Medicaid Expansion 

 LDH Priorities



FY 2017-18 Budget

Means of Finance Amount

State General Fund $2,410,874,521

Interagency Transfers $305,571,745

Fees & Self-

Generated Revenue
$510,154,478

Statutory Dedication $842,350,843

Federal Funds $9,499,160,003

TOTAL LDH Budget $13,568,111,590

• LDH was appropriated14% 

less in SGF dollars than last 

fiscal year 

• LDH Self-Generated 

Revenue will increase by 

71% this fiscal year



LDH Budget History

Our Medicaid budget is cost stable per capita when 

adjusted for inflation and has been since 2005.

 The budget directly correlates to the number of 

Louisianians we cover, and the total under 

coverage is now 1.6 million people.





 In healthcare, we are tilting at 

windmills.

 Shouldn’t we be trying to 

prevent poor health outcomes 
on the front end rather than 

paying for them afterwards?

Health Outcomes









Health Insurance Coverage
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Governor Edwards was the 

true champion

Despite hurdles along the 

way, LDH used key 

strategies to get Expansion 

off the ground

 People covered = lives 

saved

Medicaid Expansion





A 2017 survey completed by 

LSU shows that Louisiana 

residents approve of the 

state’s decision to expand 

Medicaid.





LDH Priorities

Fighting Rising Healthcare Costs

Health Promotion

 Improving Health Outcomes



https://drugpricinglab.org/tools/louisiana-budget-/

 In 2015 and 2016, the most expensive 

prescription drugs were for the hepatitis C 

virus (HCV).

 In 2017, LDH created the Louisiana 

Budget allocator in partnership with 

Memorial Sloan Kettering.



We must establish a 

culture of health – to 

afford every Louisianian 

the opportunity to lead a 

healthy life by addressing 

all the factors that affect 

health.

Social Factors

Economic Factors

Behavioral Factors

Built Environment

Access & Quality of Care





Changing the Culture on Tobacco

 Tobacco use is the leading preventable cause of death in the 

United States.

 In Louisiana, over 7,000 adults die each year from smoking, and 

98,000 kids under 18 will die prematurely from smoking. 

 Smoking monetary costs: 

 $1.89 billion annual healthcare costs in LA

 $803 million Medicaid costs in LA



 Louisiana has formulated a Tobacco 

Control Strategic Plan formulated in 

coordination with national, state, and 

local organizations.

They focus on 5 priority 

areas:

1. Prevention Initiation of 

Tobacco Use Among Young 

People

2. Eliminate Exposure to 

Secondhand Smoke

3. Promote Quitting Among 

Adults and Young People

4. Statewide Coordination and 

Evaluation/Surveillance

5. Eliminate Disparities Related 

to Tobacco-Use



Fighting the Opioid Epidemic

 Legislation

Federal Grants

Policy Updates



Other Highlights & Improvements

 Infant Mortality

Pre-Release Medicaid Enrollment

STD/HIV Reduction Strategy

Hospital Payment Reform



Questions?

Dr. Rebekah E. Gee, Secretary

Rebekah.Gee@la.gov

225-342-9503


